PMO 594 – Introduction to Health Informatics

Issue Paper Options


	Issue Paper
	Topic
	Specific Issue
	Due Date

	1
	System Design and Engineering in Health Care
	Discuss the inherent tension between protecting the confidentiality of patient records and providing health professionals with rapid and convenient access to clinical information. What would you recommend as a process for resolving or minimizing the tension in a health system? 
 
	12/12/06

	2
	Emerging Role of Informatics in Health Care Delivery and Research
	A large urban hospital is planning to implement an electronic health record.  You have been asked to advise them on challenges they are likely to face and the affect of EHR on their current performance.  Discuss salient issues involved and how they might proactively curb negative effects.

	1/02/07

	3
	Electronic Health Record
	Among the key issues for designing an EHR system are what information should be captured and how it should be entered into the system.

a)  Physicians may enter data directly or may record data on a paper worksheet for later transcription by a data entry worker.  What are tow advantage and two disadvantage of each method?

b) Discuss the relative advantages and disadvantage of entry of free text instead of entry of fully coded (structured) information.  Describe an intermediate or compromise method.


	1/09/07

	4
	Consumer Health Informatics and Tele-health
	Using CHI and telehealth systems, patients can now have interaction with a large number of health care providers, organizations and resources. As a result, coordination of care becomes increasingly difficult.  Two solutions have been proposed.  One is to develop better ways to transfer patient related information among existing EHRs.  The other is to give the patient control of the health record, either by giving them a smart card or placing the records on a central web site c controlled by the patient.  Assume and defend one of these perspectives.

	1/16/07

	5
	Public Health Informatics and the Health Informatics Infrastructure
	As networked information resources become more prevalent in public health one major system design issue has come under much scrutiny. Should public health information systems be designed to integrate with each other?  Or should public health information systems be designed to be interoperable?  

As background to understand the issue, below are definitions for integrate and interoperable systems:

1.
Integrated systems are now being defined as systems that combine from various data sources to be fused into one larger, central system or data warehouse.

2.
Interoperable systems are being defined as systems that have the capability to exchange data via a common set of business procedures using standardized formats and protocols.


	1/23/07

	6
	Imaging and Radiology
	What are the economic and technologic factors that determine how quickly hospitals and clinics can adopt all-digital radiology departments?

 
	2/6/07


